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JEditorial

In order to prove that yowr edite
or is a person of discrimination,
hrasding, and an intellectual
type mind that broadens its men-
tal horrozins on a wide variety
of subjeots and charges, this
editeorial will be af a somewhat
more vorried and personal mature
than previous editorials have been. This might even bs regarded by soms to be
6. somswhat Self Cemtered editorial, ome hssitutes to say Egotistical (do you
hear out there Dave Looke?) in tone, but: Persomaia So if perchance you are
not really interested in hearing of the latest eosxsiting & Thrilling exploits
I have faced since you rewcived lash: jsema, then I suggest you skip the edite
orial this %ime round. Of course you migai be missing Vital Announcements
whichwill be sprinkled in with the rest of it toosee

SO MAYBE WE'RE A LITTLE LATE say maybe, five cr six weeks late. A great mmme

ber of Mundame Affairs have combined to preveuny
me from engaging in the usual flow of fanac for a pericd, it has even cu®t into
my persomal correspondences I hope to put GHOST back onto its uswel six woek=-
ly schedule with tl» next issue, and mow that the summer months are here, I
believe I can held to it reasomably wells Applogles aml all t6 those of you
who suspectedthe! T had aboadonsd the situation end left for parts unknown.

LAST ISSUE'S BIT OF EDITORIAL HUMOR was so well received, much to my evera

lasting surprise, that I will probably
pull a few repeat preformences in future Assuese L might run one next round
and perhaps ome the issue afier tharo We turst immediately that no one has
mistaken this for a humdrius editorialse,

I WAS PUSHED, KICKING AND SCREAMING yp 4o the television studio. Yes indeed,
this is a tale of trufeadom on television,
where, a feow Sunday's ago Joy lavderdalo, KEN Gentry, Joyce Hurt and mpuelf '
wore all ruched ower to & local television station to compete on a program
known in sinsiter undertonss as Classroom Oiymics , e brash and direct imite
ation of that mtiorelly known Ccllege Bowl programe It was an unusual exe
psrience, ome best recalled in painful franquility. For two weeks previously
our hand picked team (I'd iike to get my hamis on the one who picked me) had
had the simple seeds of wisdum poundei with coms bitterness into our thick
skulls in a number of overly lengthy practice sessions. The fimnl moment, the




triumph of all our training was preceeded a great deal of nervous

Wo all had ice rocks in our stomacks rightbzp ungzil the show began, s;;n &c}m.

claims he was nervous until the show went off the aire e, As for me, those mis-

erable lights wore blinding me, and I was bupy trying to push a stourborn buz-

gor and was entirely to preoccupyed to be nervous after the ﬁ';l o show begdn,

However, sad to say, our attempts ended in miserable defeat, Wikh my usual ex-

treme modesty 1°1l injeot here that I didn®: miss one of the questions I was give

en a chanoce toanswer, and (snioker) muaged toget in more right answers than

the rest of the teameo We all knew most of the answors , but we had been told

: : not to take wild guesses or half way guesses, and this

\/ combined with the vast difference between telegraph
buzzers (which we practiced with), and center-line blook
style magnetic buzzers (which we discovered were used
on the program and were sormewhat more difficult to de-
press) slowed us down a bit too much,

I don't think our likat made the thing so absolutely revolting
‘motionsl defenses to me was tihe minor faot that the competing team was
are woak---we've got from Madison,; where I used to reside a few years ago,
hundreds of bombers, and I was well acquainted with all but one member of
thousands of fighters, the opposing team, inciuding their altermates.. It is
tons of bombs and mi- somewhat discouraging to remew aoquaintenced, and

ssils all set to launch then have your former frieunds smear yow miserably 4n
¥ith the first blast the contestsoe However, it was an interesting exper-
of Gabrielt!s horne.e iment in original methods for skipping two solid weeks

’ of school work in the name of Practice, and I can't
say I'm too awfully disappointedeee

IF ANY OF YOU OUT THERE ARE IN A SELLING MOOD I nmed copies of these comioes,
BLACKHAWK, GHOST RIDER, THE
LOw CLAW, REDMASK, STRAIGHT ARROW, CAPTAIN MARVEL JRe and MYSTERY IN SPACE,
Also odd copies of THE MYSTERIOUS TRAVELER, I need ractica%{ all copies of
these titles except for MYSTERY IN SPACE, THE MYSTERIOUS TRAVELER, end I do not
need copies of BLACKHAVK after #91, If any of you have copies of these comics
you wish to trade, or sell me, please wrilte, stating title, number and date, .
condition of copy, and nmaturally, the price you are askings

EVERY ONCE IN AWHILE something comes along that shokes one's confidemce in
: the Universal Powers. Such a thing 1s the spelling sit-
uvation thruout fandome It has been with o sermse of fear and uneasiness that I
have viewed over the past months the continmal improvement of spelling thruout
the realm of fandome Not only has this tralt been evident In fanzines, but it
appears that even in letters a certain care and attentlon is being paid the ape
proved spelling of wordss This is somewhat disturbing, needless to says
-1 believe the orowning dblows foll a few weeks ago, when & string of new fanzines
agpeared, and tho produced in many cadses be rank neofen types, these zines used
almost perfeot spelling! As I said, its enough to sake one's confidence in the
Universal Powerse I realize now that this is quite obvlously some gigantlc plot,
some evlil sequence which is seeking to undermind the very
NG basis of fandoms past and formelly, fandoms present, 1
Gl : seem to be an outpost of a rapidly dying empire, and each
D day as 1 view the situation,more and more of the legions

v of the faithful (and now few) are going under %o this mss-
ive tide of sinister destruction. O0ld renounded misspellers
So this is the from long years past are suddenly changing their tactics,

Twilight Zone..e those who remnin are showing signs of weakening in their
tracks, why Phil Harsell's letters are even showing signs of

the gastly new movement!! However I am determimened to remain fast in my con.

victions, nothing shall sweep aside’'my enthusiasm and loyality to the Old Order,

Migspelling is a Way of Life, and If I must o under to prove my conviotioms,

I shall be orushed still muttering the Truth, t-r-u-l-t-hee.

I? IS WITH SOME REGRET  that I must announce that ~. this issue of GHOST



Brown's columne Rioh has decided

‘and it will besome & regular GHOST

12 1 romenber correctly my con-

earries the last installment of Rich

to quit fandom, end the column
will be disconmtinuede The colwum
was a popular one and I'm sorry
t0 see it goe

However, by way of re-
placemont, also withthis issue
Ron Hardock has moved his film
coliuma rom the now folded CILN,

featiree Your comments, suggestions
and opinions on the new colum ame
appreciatede

IT WAS A QUIET NIGHT vwhen sud-
denly a loud
nerve shattering ring broke thru
the blackness of the night., Achivh
ity within the cave ceased. Ny be-
loved father grumbled ioudly and
answered the phomes It was for moe
I vas mnore than astonished to heer
the moice of Ed Gorimn on the other
end of the line..» To use er over-
worked expression, you couvld have
¥rocked mo over witi a feathers

versation for the first few mine-
wtes acnsisted of “er", "lMan",
"Good Grief", “Beslly", and like
ewpressions of keem social insight
end clashing intellect. I warmed
up 2 bit after that, but the inite ’
jal chock didn’t ware off for a day or mores. We talked for tweirty five minutes,
at long distence rates, this sort of shook me up, it was like, outside the range
of my beliefess To me the term ‘pemmy-pinching® has come to mean a mewmorial for
extreme extragagence.ss Ed had a pleasart type voice, dmf ‘it Just ‘wasn’t the
tvpe of voice one wonuld expect Ed Goramm to have at ellss. Ve had a very in-
teresting conversatkon and it was a most pleasant surprisee
Ag if this minor miricle wasn’t enough, a week or so later, I wus

walking thru the kiltchen, and the phone rang, I answered and was startled %o
hear that Phil Harrell was callingso.»  Two fan phone calls in a row was beyond
my comperhension,.s FPhil didn’t sound like you'd exzpect Phil Harrell to sound
either (this seems to be the latest fad these days), but pleasant and chabiy.
The first part of the conversation was somewhet startling, I answered with my
usual mottered "helio"; the operater says "Long distemce for Robert Jenmings
"Er, OK, who's this oalling?™ "This is Phil Harroll Bob" "GOOD GOD,iPHIL
HARRELL (orash)", with thls plemsant exchange of formalities the conversation
was cff to & good starte I was somewhat more vocal in the first moments than
wa.s the situstion when I spoke with Ed; in fact, I get the feeling I might have
dominatedthe situation, as I kept hearing sore thing vaguely resembling Phil
trying to get a word in edgewise thare a couple of timeso Oh well, I enjoyed
Phil*s oall too, but I wish I had a bit of warning before something like that
ho.ppense - : '

CONGRADULATIONS +to The Boulsons, on putting out the 100th issue of YANDRO,
and for an interesting 100tk issue’s reading. #Also to Steve
St:ilss on his good fortime with art ard seolarships, to KEN on finnlly erter-
irg the famnnish free for all, to Phil Harrell om VENTURA, and to me for fin=-
ishing out this page S0 neatlyeca '
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SLEEK BLACK TRUCKS ROARED THRU THE NIGET their tires grinding on wet pave-
ment, and their headlights outting
& bright, harsh path ahead of them thru the inky blackness, They were on a
m.3sion dedirated to Better Livings Yes friends, its here, the first ship~
uerts of Eolipiie have fimally arrived and are ready for distribution. When
you get yours youtll wcmderz ‘How did I ever imrage to get along for such a
long lomg time withou: one. Eolipile is uncful, decrative, and Eolipile can
be enjoyed by the entire family, Imgine yoor guests' pleasant surprise as
they walk into the living room, end there it is, Eolipile! Eolipile comes in
Early American, Danmmish Modern or Chineese Modern, get your Eolipile, todaye

A FEW OTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS HERE AND THERE Thanks to Steve Stiles, who stemcil-
ed the special comic section cf this
1ssue himself, and thers. also to Clay Hamlia for sending me that Prosser
rainting, Mike Deckinger's colum will not be presonmt this issue. Mike is
somewhat entangled in Mundane affairs at present, and wishes to see the react-
lon to his last column (presemting the Foundation idea) before saying any-
thing farther on the svbject, Speaking of the Foundation idea, the letter
column this time round is largely devoted to it, if you have some sort of
oomrent or opinion one way or the other, PLEASE write ins Your views on the
subject are important and discussion of the ideas will probably find their
wey into next issue's letter colums I wish to armounce herd 8lso that I
have achieved final victory over the Table/Corner Mess, a few weeks ago I
. cleared away the Cornor Mess with something approaching eases However, I
have the feeling that all is not safe yoteosdoyou suspose Table Messes could
send out gpores and seeds? Remsuber a Series of Importent Dates, next Ost-
ober will mrk tho sesond anniversery of Columbia's promice to revive FUTURE
and SCIENCE RICTION STORIES, Almost ten year's ago this month LIFE mgasine
presented its special sectlon devoted to Science Fiction, This is anmral
Send KEN Gentry A Long Letter Pra..‘lsin% His Artwork Month, observed every
quarter cemtumry, help the poor Thing's ego a bit, eh? A program titled
BREAT GHOST STORIES my replace the Temnessee Earnie Ford show this surmer,
here's hoping for defent television horror and fantasye Also recommened is
THRILLER, whioh is presenting soms demn fine horror fiction, much of it by
Robert Bloch, and all of it quite goods Anyone want to bet on TZ capturing
next year®s Hugo? FHas anyone any definite informetion on that rummor that
several known fans are working up a new stf mgazine? Everyonse my rejofce,
I have decided fimlly to change ribbons on my typer, a New Ribbon, for what-
ever it's worth (about a dollar), #ill be going into operation in a few days,
This is the time of the year kmown technically as Ambush sesmson , when fans
taks to the open road in hopes of catching various other fens unaweres i
their homes. Some of you good ple have expressed
vague thoughts of passing thru Nashville and Paying
me visitso I you do, I would much appreciate it if
you would give me fair warning, otherwise you might
miss me entirely, thru accident or okher reasonSeee

THE NEXT ISSUE OF GHOST will be, I hope

a reasorable
number of pages in length, about 30,
The letter column will be lmngthy again,
PLEASE gcomment on the Foundation ides, in
lengths In addition; Mike Deckinger's
colum will return, as will Ron's movie
ocolumm and Clay's Classic column. Cene
Tipton will present a write up on THRILL
BOOK, and I hope to be able bo present
indexes of the mg, or soms sort of ine
dexese A somewhat lengthy editorial and
other Surprises will be seen also.

PSS - Which closes this page...
o B




THE OVERWORKED
DMETRODON

EMILE GREENLEAF

We are on the verge of the exploration of outer spaces That fact
had been accepted and anticdpeted by science-fiction authors and fans long be-
fore the first Sputnik went into orbit. Almost equally as well accepted is
the idea that even‘lguallz we are going to find planets with 1lifes If not in our
Solar System, then,surely,in some far distent system when (and if) we are abio
to venture out among the stars of the galaxy, we shall come upon worlds inksb.-
ited by living creaturess At this point, imegination begins construoting bis-
arre life-forms for tle explorers to discover, study, fight, and even befriend
and commmicate withe

One does not need to wander along the star-trails to find inorede
i3le monsterss all that is necessary s a tour of the fossil collections of a
m jor museum or the pages of a good book on palasontologye For the past ages
of owr own planet's history have produced animls as strange as any explorers
are likely to find on other worldse Science-fiction writers have taken notice
of the extinot life of the past, and many supurb stories have been written a-
against backgroums of dinosewrs and cave-mene _

Hollywood too has discovered the world of fossils. Unfortumately
the results have in many cases been less than happy. FExtinot monsters have
been regmurected and sent in pursuit of beautiful girls, thru terrified cities,
and on rampages of terror and destruction and other behavéor quite inoconsistent
with what has been painfully end carefully discovered about such long-dead
ocreaturess e




Let ms give an examples I am sure that everyone has seen mov.
les in which the ronster of the moment is a hundred foot long repbtile, with
8 huge finelike structure rumning down the back, This oreature seems to
mke an extraordizary number of appearances on f£ilm, pertly because of its
grotesque appearance, and partly, to my mind, besause it actually lived at
cae time in the paste A producer can say, in response to critiost "Go to
the mseum; thcy have skoletons of this dinossur, It really lived, so we're
being technically accurate when we show something like that on the soreens"

Well, this animal, which scientists refer to as Dimetrodon, did
actually live, as I remarked above. But i% was not a dinosaur, and while it
wag & Jdangerous flesh-eater, it was only seven feet long at the most. And
needless to say, it lived and died millions of years before man appeared.

Lot's take a closer look at Dimetrodon, his age, and his place
in the family tree of the reptiless '

Dimetrodon had the typically reptilian body pattern, being ra-
ther elongated, with small, sprawly legse - This gensral plan persists in .
most present dey reptiles, such as the lizard and the crocodilian. He was
about five to seven feet long om the average, and the errect, semi-circular
dorsal sail-fin arohed to a point about three or four feet above the ground,
It was susposbed by a series of exg;{emely long bony rods, whichwere the el-
ongated dorsal spines of each vertebrae The skull was comparatively large,
and was rather broad and deep. The mouth was enormous, and was ermed with
the numerous sharp teeth possessed by carnivorous repbilese He was most
probably the most dangerous animal of his time, and well perited his modern
nickmame, "Tiger of the Permiane" ! '

mins of Dimetrodon have been found in the Southwestern United
States, in rocks dated as Permian in age. The Permian Period was the fimal
period, or division, of the Palacozbic Era. It suceeded the Permsylvanian
Period, the age of coal forests, and immediately preceeded the Triassic Per- .
. dod of the Mesozoic Erae The Permian is believed to have ended around two
‘hundred million years ago, after lasting around thirty-five million yearsa
. These figures aren't fimal, a radio-active determination on a rock simple is
/liable at any time to mmke necessary & revision of estimates of geological
"timee S R : '

There was an extensive Ige Age during the Permian. Just when

is still being Bebatede Some say at the Pennsylvanian-Permian transition;
others say at the end ofthe Permiam, But it does look much as tho the earth's
climte during this period was pretty much like the situation todays a div-
ision of the world into tropical, temperate, and polar regions, with seasonal
ohanges and often wide variations of' temperature between day and night, as
is fourd in our present deserts. Which reminds me, the remnins of Dimetrodon
are found in beds of red sandstone,: which are believed to have ultimtely
been from arid, semi-desert countrysjdee Thd suoeeding Triassic is notable
beocause it saw the first appearance of the dinasaurs, as well as the earlier
mnnalse Also the ancestors of many of our present-day reptiles deft their
bones in the Triassioc rookse The 31‘ ate of the world returned to normalj
warm, molst tropical and semi-tropical lowlands, with little or mo seasonal
changes or temperature variationse 'Suoch conditiohs were favorable to re-
ptile developments N X

But going back to the Permian and %g.__mem_g@_. it is best to

note that Dimetrodon was not the only species of finbacked reptile knowne
There were others, both flesh-eating and plant-eating, and during Permian
+ime they inhabited various parts of North America, ope and Afrioca. All
of the finbacked repbiles, both carniyorous and herbivorous, are members of
the Order Pelycossauria, which is ¢ompletely extinet, and has no @eptilien
descendents. Shn o
Sclentists have divided the Clase Reptilia into five Subolass-
es on the basis of certain rather technical features &f the skull anatomye
These subclasses su-e---S 1 Am
' ubclass Anapgide, imcluded the primitive reptiles

ich were e;.ggy cestral to all the later forms. One
group, however, developed into the Order Chelonia,



vhich survives todey as the turtles and thedr re-
latives. These are the only surviving anapside

Subclass Diapsida, inoludes several orders, both
Tiving and oxtinots Living diapsids are the crocod-
iles and alligators, the lizards and smakes, and the
ouripus "living fossil”, the Sphenodon of New Zealand.
The most famous extinot forms were the dinosaurs, the
pterodactyls, and whatever unkmown extinot reptile was
ancestral to the birds,

zubclass Parapsida, the ichthyosaurs and their amces-
O Se C i

Subelass apsida, includes our friend D;metrgog
m% Yoosauria, and ’

two other orders of reptiles,
which are believed to be

the ancestors of the man~
alse ' :

Textbooks list several differences between rep-
tiles and mmmls. Briefly, reptiles have scaly
skin, while memmls have hair; the young of rep-.
tiles eat the same food as the adults; in mm.
mls the femles have mammary glands (from whidh
the entire Class lMammalia takes its name), which
secrete milk for the nourishment of the young.
Most important, however, is the mnner of regulat-
ing body temperatures i reptile is said to be
cold bloodeds Strictly speaking, this is not truee
The body temperature of a reptile is dependent on
the envourmmente This affects the metabolie processes,
sothat a reptile is active in warm weather, and quite
sluggish in cool weather. Extrems cold is fatle to
reptiles, which is why there are few snakes in Alaskn,
for example, At the other end of the thermometer, a
reptile also has a probleme It cannot stand too

long an exposure to heat, especially direct sunlight
on & 3lear, hot days Whigh is why desert reptiles are
relatively smll, or burrowing forms whuch can easily
£ind shelter; too mich sunlight can 1literally cook
thems Ahd the larger reptiles of today, such as the
monitors and iguamas of the jungle regions, or the
water-living orocodilians, ars found gn.jnvournmenba '
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which enable them to avoid too mush direct sunlight, while still enjoying
the benefits of a regular, tropieal olimete.

Now mmmels, on the other hand, are warm-blooded, They have
e heat regulating mechanism in the form of sweat glands which enable:them
to be active at times when reptiles must seek the sindes And, of course,
hair is a good insulating mterislfor conserving body heat in cold climtese

Since the mammls evolved from sows form of synapsid reptile,
it should be possible to find memmmlian traits in some of these reptiles.

And we do» The Urder Therapsida §s believed to be ancestral to the mammlse
These reptiles evolved strong leg$, which lifted their bodies well off of
the ground, unlike the sprawly logomotion of the cther reptiless Also their
beoth, and other parts of the skeleton showed mammldlike features. Cyngno-
thus, from the Triassic of South Afriss, wes a trim, vigourous-looking reptile

th & long, almost wolfish skull, with two upper teeth that show all the signs
of developinin;nto a pair of canings! '

theme is the Order Iotidomauria, which meny authorities con-

sider to be the "missing link" in‘the evolution of mmmls from reptiles.,
Remins are few, andoften fragmemtary, and date from the Thiassice _

It is one thing todeseribe arbitarily that the posession of cer-
tain skeletal charastics makes axn extinot animl a reptile rather than s mme
ml, but it is entirely a differgnt matter to decide whether or not this same
creature was warm or cold blooded, ‘or whethey 4t had hair or ecales. For, in
the long run, it is the physiolegicel function whichk decided that the mammals

were to beocoms the dominant life-fiorm of the planet. We don't kmow how to mea-

sure the body temperature of a fossil reptile,unfortunately.

We come back to Dimstwodon again, and this tims consider his most
distinotive features the sail om his back, Why did such a structure develop
in the first place? Would it mot have been a hurden to the animl? Did it
serve a useful purpose, oraes ir merely a gendtic abnormlity, a useless
ornament ? ANE ' :

Varipus explanations have been proposede Some have sald that the
huge fin was striotly a freak of ewolutien, gomething that happened without
rhyme ‘or reason, but whichwas enongh of a hinderance to the animl to adverd
sely affseet hie chances of survivals It might be interesting to mote that it
was once suggested that the sail was Just that; a saile The reptile was sus--
posed to have used it to help him inorease his speed in water!

The latest suggestion, . and one which I persorally think is quite
plansible, is that the sail wes reelly a sort -of radiator, used as & heat-coms

~trol mechanisme In cool weather, Dimetrodonwould turn so the sail was broads

- side to the rays of the sun, emabl him %8 oatch enough heat to maintain
his body functionse. 4And if he bepame too warm, all he would have to do was

~turn so that the thin edge of the sail was towards the sun, at which point the
seil ‘became a radiator, dispelling and radis#ing heat.

I am inclined to accept this explaination for two reasonse First,
Dimotrodon lived in an age and epipurnment where there were variable temperature
oonditionse - Second, ho was related to a grdup of reptiles which tried a dif-
forent method of bemperature contrel, and vomsequently evolved into mammelse

these mammalian ancestors made: their first appearance during the Permiane
It is as tho the conditions of thé time wers suchas to favor eny mutations
which would lead to a method of bpdy temperdtmre regulation, and the pelyco-
saurs developed ome method, and their nat-so-close relatives developed anothers

And the mothod developed by the therapsid reptiles tummed out to be
the surperior methods For we, their descendents, are the ones who have dug up
the remins of Dimetrodon and the other pelysosaurs and devoted so mch time
speculating as to the mture of their curious dorsal.fins.

Thile I have tried not to distort faots in the foregoing, I have
doubtless made several errorse Critioisms and corrections, as well as discus-
sions from any who care to argue:these subjects with me will be most welcomeo

. CeqeeElD, .,
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«Ou



COTHE
SCIENTIFILM
SCENE

j . . C o
RON HAYDOCK e

Just how long motion picture:
oducers will insist on turning out those
~ “glant monsper” £ilms is anybody's guesse
By the time you will have read this colurm %

¥R

another glgantio prehistoric creature = ’»//l”ﬂ
will have been launched on us.--GORGO, 7/ 4 5; ,
This particular monster movie has been 7% f%g'
advertised as "the greatest monster pic- é.ég,/
ture ever produced”, "This Is The Big 7

One", "like nothing you've ever seen .. “Aerzan I
before", etc, eto. dentally the i
people behind this film believe whet thex
gays thet they have ocreated & "new first

for

. _borror films. Nothing, of oourse, couldbe further from the truth. :

I'm sure I don't have to pay to know what this movie is about
There must be some sort of underwater explosion which vomits out this beast
calldd Gorgos In due time he must be seen by pessing ships or fishermen, and
eventually this bewildered oreature will find himself in some large metropol-
itan oitye MNaturally, when the army is oalled out to ‘destroy the thing, Gor-
g0 will retalliate by throwing the oity into panic and wrecking the hell out
of everyth:l.ng in sighte.

: omehow, thru some quirk of sciemtific fate, the beast from the
deptlis will be either completely destroyed or driven back from whemce it cameo
In this latter case, the ending is left suitable for a (shudder) sequel,

. The story desoribed is nothing news For the past five or six
years we have been seeing gilms like these every other month at our lodal
theaterss There have been glant monsters of all breeds, shapes, and sizes,
each one preforming iore or less the same actions that Gorgo #1111 preforme
If you've geen one or two of this type you seen them alle They’re all the same,

One of the first, if nut the first, giant monster to awe the
moviegoers was KING KONG, a giant ape e glant boxoffice smashe There was
& sequel to this £ilm called SON OF KONG, but it Just didn't pack the same ex-
oltement and thrill that the original dide And now word reaches us that £ilm
producer John Beck is considering reviving Kong for today's audience. The
proposed title of this pioture is KING KONG VERS PROMETHEUX, I'm afraid to
think about it---what will they do to good ole Kong in the modern age of
quicky monster films? And besides this, its difficult to imgine any Kong
movie that does not feature Robert Armstrong. '

.. In present times THEM probebly set the pace for all of the gigane
tic bugs and beetles which mke a regular habit of mémacing our cities, How-
ever, THEM was & good pictures the ants were handled well, as was the ored-
1bility of the storye It was a fine motion pPicture and caused quite 2 stur
at the boxoffices So, as with most good. things, the mke-monsy-guick pro-
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duoers in Hollywood launched their own vehioles abaut glant animls and in-
sectse Twas the beginings of a new trend in fright flickerse The mad scien.
tist and his fantastic Frenkenstein-type monsters were laid agide for a
breather while the sky-soraper-size tsetse flies took over, There was Al-
TACK OF THE GIANT LEECHES, BEGINNING OF THE END s GARGANTUAS, RODAN, THE DEAD-
LY MANTIS, THE SPIDER, TRANTULA, GODZILLA, and 80 on right down the line,
Gorgo must be added to the monster seetion of this listing, ,

However, the end is seemingly not in sights There is another
glant apa £ilm called KONGO, o prehistoric dinssur called REPTILICUS and (of
all things), a giant wolking Sphin®l It locks ags if Hollywood and the other
£ilm colonies will be rehashing that sams old tired-andetrus method of getting
people into the theaters with glant monsters for meny years to comse

: I hope that someday the public will start rejecting these orud
films and will demmnd better storiese After all, just how many timss can a
giant monster or insect invade New York City? ) L -

* * * *

Jules Verne and Edgar AllaH Poe have been recelving quite a bit of
attention from the movie producers latelye Evidentally a barrage of their works
will be loosed on the public before longs Already a good meny of their stories

have been filmed, with many more to follow.

Roger Corman, who did Poe's THE HOUSE OF

USHER, has c,‘omgleted Verne's MASTER OF THE WORLD,,

and Poe's THE PIT AWD THE PENDULUM, Vineent
- Prioce, of course; starred in both these £ilms,

Corzan also.owns two other Verne properties and

one additional Poes »

.+ Ray Harryhausen did the spedial offects
work on Columbia Picture's THE MYSTERIOUS ISLAND
by Verne. A1 Zimbalist, who will never be for-
given for his Danny Miller TARZAN THE APE MAN
farcd, has wrapped up VALLEY OF THE DRAGONS,
based ‘on Verns's CARBER OF A COMET, and has pur-
ohased another Verne story for future productions

: DESCENT -INTO A HELSTROM has been bought
by some studio, and 4lex Gordon will begin £ilm-
ing Poe's MASQUE OF THE RED DEATH in the fall of
this yeare There has been dome dispute as to who
actually owned this story, with Cormn and Gordon
both fightiflg it oute But Alex came out on topa

. Let's pray that all these great staries
ard books by Poe and Verne won't come off as come
ic book type stories.

. * o * *

Lo o 7 1 %8 on the set of Alex Gordon's UNDER-
VWATER CITY & few days before fimal shooting wasg ocompleted, and was rather in-
trigued by the filme As it stands pow, there are only (sic) two giant mon-
sters in the pletures & squid and ap octipusg,.. Aotually, this -Zsn't another
"monster wrecks all" film. It is baged on & report which was featured in ome
of the Sunday mgazine sections of & mewspaper,having to do withthe scientific
strides being mde to establish somd sort of "city" under the sea. The soript
of Gordon's f£ilm follows this article cI8selys.ssfor all that's wortheso

Ray Bradbury has oo %Qt.gd the soript for his THE MARTIAN CHRONIC.
LES and will soon start on THE ILLUSTRATED MAN' .for MGM, There have been men-
tions mde of the screen principal which might be used for CHRONICLES, even
going s0 far as to suggest Cinerams, No fimnl word has been stated tho, and
the mtter must rest on thato MM gxpects to start production wity CHRONICLES
sometime in early ..2962, Coar o »

I might mention here that word has just resohed me that Roger
Corman will start production on a Verne type story oalled CAPTAIN NEMO AND THE
FLOATING CITY es his next £ilm Venturee - Sounds as if Captain Nemo is due for
& whole stréng of £ilms a la Heroules style. ’
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o=l SIRIUS COLUMiccnecmaneun

=0 8 few Vega not:lons..._

GAFIA stands for Getting Amay From Jt All, Then the term was originated,

the 'it! refered to was mmdgne Tifes the 'getting awey! was accom-
plished by throwing one's self intq horrenderous amounte of fan aotivity,
such as publishing a 60-page monthdy genzineseeor joining SAPS, However,
souewhere along the line the meaning changed; the ¥it! to be gotten away
from became fandom, and the retreat was the mundanee

‘ Boyd Raeburn was discoursing on this subjeot and made most of

these points in at least four or five other fanzines just & few months ago,
It incited only a fair smount of wohder at the fact that meanings could change
80, but produced no other effects Until, thru eome extra perceptiwe sense
which refuses to be properly and oderly defined, it co-
oured to me the greatest probability of hew this my
have happenedo I would like to pass this Rewvalation
on to youe oo

- Our hero, who will hereafter be
kmown as Jud Fhan, mentions to a correspon-
dent, whom we shall call Neal O, Phan, that
he intends to gafiate, 1t, that he intends,
let us say, to publish a 50-page monthly, or
at least that's what Jho means ‘mﬁfiating.
Neal may or mey not have heard GAFIA ag hav-
ing been defined as Getting Away From It All;
bug-in any case, he is relatively new to fane
dom, we will say, and 1s reasonably unsure of

. the true nature of the word; and rather than
be thought stupid, he decides to wait and
666 it in actual action, and perhaps deduct
the true meaning. L _

Co Jho, all the while, has been
plamiing this 60-page monmthly, But, as it
happens, Things Start Happenings Only in this
particular case, they all seem to be happening
at onces the damned stemcils he bought were
cheap and they didn't take art at all well,
the company is delayed in delivering the paper
he ordered, his mimeo suddenly goes on the
blits after sixyears of perfect service, he

. gets 60 misdirected N3F Vielcommittee létters
in one single day, a SAPFS gnd FAPA meiling

are.delivered late due to inefficiency et the
PO, .and he finds that his FAPA dues are due

o the day before yesterday, and he needs six
r . pages in the next SAPS mniling which was due

to be miled a month and e half ago, Nome of
., the. material promiced him has come in, he takes
a reduction in pay at the office, he jebs his finger with a stylus and exds up
in the hospital for six months due to 4infection (it's Just not true what those
faaan fiotion writers say about blood & Corflul), Gelle Carr attacks him, George
Wistzol writes a ldtter to his boss, and his monthly supply of free postage
stamps is cut offe _ o
Joh 1s not happy about thise. No, he's not. If, after all $his
he has retained the slightest amount of humaness about him, he will probably
p dok up the only remant of his fan activity left him, his typer, and hurl it
against the wall with a hearty "the hell with it", Anyway, there is no more gay
fapao for this kide Is kaput, No More, Goodby Fhan, andliks that,

Neal has been observing all of this, but since there was mever a
mention of this 60-page genzine, andsince he doesn't know the extamating cire
ounmstances, he has no altermtive but to accept GAFIA as meaning retreat from
fandom ibto the mindanee See how simple it is?



STF QUIZ .,
 JERRY PAGE

THis tine the listing is of nonestf naga_ﬁnes edited or published by well known
science fiction figurese Can youidentify the editors or publishers of these

nagazinegaes
1. SCIENCE WORLD 6+ GREEN LAMA COMICS
2. GADGETS 5e¢ SUSPECT DETECTIVE
3. AIR TRAIIS 6. FROZEN FOOD FIELD

ansvers on page=ee
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I arrived in Atlante lete
Fridey night,and made my way to a
193 Battery Pl.,NE,home of : thy ¢
Jerry Pagc,one of the south's ; n“"h

outstanding
actifen, -

I was afraid at
first that bo one
WasS hOMCeeooeoes

csoehOowever, a closer inspection I made my presence known and w3
»roved that the house was occupyed. escorted inside by a servant.....

art: Steve Stiles story: Bob Jennings



+eeosthere I met Jerry Page,well known - Jerry greeted me warmly....
publisher of SI-TAN, :

We fangabbed g -
L for awhile, ...after which
and later Jerry showed me
Jerry proudly the town...
showed me his

collection of
fmzs and:
PromagSeses
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Jerrie's inferest in sf stemmed from

unusual circumstarces.

]
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However he feeks it is satisfying work,despite ifls minor difficulties.

......
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nis own fanzine, and engages in an

Jerry is a member of SFG, producesd
despite fanac, he has other inter-

astounding ambunt of fanac, However,

A1l in all, a very interesting
and I look forewsrd ¥

to meeting Jerry

again sometime




It is nét a totally riduclous statement that the most literate
writer of fantasy was o man named He Rider Haggard, In fact, it is perfeotly
safe to state that Haggard is perhaps the only wrd ter of fantasy whose place in
literature is secure, not merely for his fantasy, Rut the entire volumm of his
work, and especially for his contribution to and his popularization of the ane
oient Egyptein civilization he knew so0 wells Cortainly there have been fow
writers who researched their fiction as throughly as Haggard dide The utter
realism he was able to commnicate to the reader is at least vertially. res-
ponsible for the immense popularity of his novels. ‘

But first and foremost, Haggard's popularity wes attaeined as a
mgnificent story teller, ons who had the instinotive ability to set the pa.ce
of his stories so well that the reader's interest was held from begiming to
end, It is an astonishing talent, and partioularly so in this case because of
the great degree of characterization he establisheds Dhis characterization was
often so sucessful that the fanmtasy aspeots of his writings are sometimes over-
looked completely by the reader, and so never seem to rouse the pnstinctive
public dislike for any sort of fantasy storye .

One of the least known tales from the pen of this author is tit-
led MORNING STAR, yet surprisingly enough, this story is also one of his best.
Oadly enough, while the story is basiocally an adventure tale; there is a great
deal to the story beyond mere adventure velues Bmong other things, it sets
forth in detail such widly varient things as a scholarly dissertation on the
essential magic baokground of the ancient Egyptain faith, as well as the most
conoigse statement of the political aspects of a purely bemevelent dictatorship
bhat has ever been set forth in a fictional worke This is normal emough when
one realizes that this was perhaps the only time that such a government was
actually used in the history of civilizations Probably Haggard was the only :
writer caplable of doing this storys possessing as it did the basic kmowledge
of his subjJect and the talent of being able to fictiomalise &t without losing
that touch of scholarship that characterizes all his stories. Haggard's talent
lay in oreating an essential strangeness while retaining the reader's believe in
the reality of the situationes In this respeot probably the only comparable fane
tasy writer was the creater of delicate oriental fantasies, Frank Owene

However a fantasy story is for reading, not eduoatione As such
MORNING STAR is in somewhat of a class by itself, It features believable mgic,
a facinating heroine, and a fast paced story with enormous confliot. It is so
enjoyabke that the delighted reader will hardly think that even tho the story
wa.s first published in 1910, there seems to be no dating of styles Perhaps
this is because the style used is so ageless, tho in this day the very werd
necessary to desoribe this story seems deplorable; it is a romantic novel in
the older manner, something we are sadly lacking todaye.

This is certainly one story that you won't easily forget.

BD
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THE WELL
OILED ROCKER.,

BOB LICHTMAN

",othe west coaste..is the only likely spot, unless
directed by a localized #lub, that a library or
foundation might be located and staffede.s”

---Bob Jennings, in a letter

Bob Jennings, in the above quotation, and Mike Deckinger in his
Creaky Chair colum last issue, have the right 1dea concerning the establish-
ment of & foundation to maintain a oomplete science-fiction collection, and
to handle the collections of deceased fen, but they seem to have overlooked
one thing. This very important factor is that such a foundation already exe
istse I refer the reader to Forrest J. Ackermn'!s Fantasy Foundation, which
hes been in existence in one way or another since 1942. o

- The Foundation, as it stands at present, was originally formulat.
ed by Ackermmn purely for the mintenance after his death of his own all-in-
olusive collection of stf and fantagy. If the reader will paucemmomentarily
and take out his copy of ESCAPE #1 (awnilable for 25 ¢ from West Coast Zines
Box 221, Santa Amm, California, if you lask-a copy--and you shouldn't), he
will £ind on page 17ff, a desoription of the present, imposing Lﬁ.ana to ful-
£111 this main. Ideally, all of fandom, but particularly the F8 will bee
‘nefit from Agckermn's plans, which are rather self-perpetualing and upon ex-
amimation, very throughl ' ' : o

However, they could be ocarried a few steps further ¢o oreate a -
real Fantagy Foundation, one that would step in upon the death of a prominent
(or otherwise) fan and take over the mimtainence of his colleotion, be it .
smll or large. Legally, a few words placed in the will of any fan bequeathe
ing his entire colleotion to the Fantasy Foundation would eliminate any doubt
of the Foundation®s right to take over this property. Eventually, with the
death of a number of fans, the Foundation would end up with a backlog of sev=
eral coples of many science-fiction publicationse A% this point, when a loss
of several items would not mean a permmnent loss from the completeness of
the entire collection (I think that thers should be at least two of every-
thing, if possidle, in a non-removable collection), a lemding library oould
be set up. For a smll fee, covering primerily the cost of miling and hand-
ling and to provide o fractiomal profit on each loan (to help mintain the
Foundation's financial situation at o high level), any fan ocould borrow any
jtem in the collection if there were three or more copies of it availeble.

Per the article in ESCAPE, Ackerman's set-up provides a sigable
sum for the construction of a fannish museum, to be located where his house
presently stands, in which there would be plenty of room not only for the cole
lection but for caretakers to live. He has also erranged a system for gsol-
ecting caretakers that seems quite workables I should say that aminimm of
two apd o mximum of five earetakers, who would not receive pay, but would
attend to mintainance of the collection in their spare time (tho perhaps
o fow fan assistants could be hired partime to handle certain duties), would
be necessary to keep things goinge

Ohe major fault with the ourrent Fantasy Foundation, is that it
carries no provisions for the sccumilation and maintemance of an all-inclusive
fanzine oollectione Ackerman has made little attempt to compile a complete
fangine collection and today receives but a smll fraction of the fanzines
being publisheds His collection of fanzines is rather through up to a certain

L]



butnkfteprobablitiv.. " ¢ 4la..  time, as far as I.éan figure oute--
but after that it gets decreasingly complete, until today it is extremely
incomplete. Theordtically, every fan publisher should be sebding Ackermn
gratls ooples of each fanzine he puts out, .40 that it ¢an be placded in the
Foundation's files., But how many faneditors actually do this? I'm abashed
and ashamed to admit that I no longer de. .Probably the iejority of the
fanzines Forry gets nowndays are from ficofén who pick up his address some-
whereand try him out for a few issueg of their fledgling fanzine to see if
he will answer them with a letter of" §§mmente. This was the case with the
first few issuea of FSI-PHI I publishdd. Ackermnn reads the fanszines he
gots, apperently (because once he mémtioned receiving PSI.PHI to me, long
after I had cut him from the 1list), but doesn't comment on theme The fan-
editor takes this only so long, then abridges his miling list exoluding
Ackermane It's the matural thing to do. ~ L
S0, tho the present Fantasy Foundation is woefukly depleté of
owrrent fanzines (le, those from 1945 (or so) to the present day), this
would not be particularly hard to Bring up to date. Ackerman already has
the scarser items---files of THE TIME TRAVELER, FANTASY MAGAZINE, etc,e--
and all he needs is the more recent items, o .
ldeally, he should Mave every fanzine published, frop FANAC
Poll winner to the lowliest crudszinee wever, 1 think thit a selective
gollection of fansines would be the best idens There are a tremendous lot
of orudzines that ocould well be omitted«~-~-STAR ROCKETS, THURBAN I, ALICE,
and 80 forth---but there are other drudzines whose omission would be a grave
mistake, such as the endless stream of Cosmic Circle orud during the farties.
There should be bound pppies of all apa milings, and preferably, bound: aqQpe
fes of all other wopthwhile or histerically important fanzines. i
At firet,nocumlating these will be rather diffiault. Most fans,
myself inoluded, want o hang onbo their fansine collections, Buk a atmple
clause in a will will assure the Foundation that eventually it wil} gein
the oolleotlon of fansgines 1b so sorely needs in order to be & threugh Fan.
tasy Poundations ' ' : o
This is by no means a_through run-down of what a Ramtasy Bourdata:
ion should consist pz but it at least informs the reader thak such o beast °
already exists din gns’ form, éven if that form is at the presemk, imctive.
What oomss next is up to the interest aroused in fandom... i o

oAy
s

FANTASY COMMENTS..- . ‘
These are all stories by Mrs. Oliphant, from BLACKAOODS MAGAZINE

Wl

. i4:The Innermost Room . Mar 2867
Land of Darkness . Jan 1887
land of Suspense - : Jan 1897
The Library Window , Jan 1896
014 lady Mo I | Jan 1884
On the Dark Mountains , Tlov 1888
The Open Door » . Jan 1882
The Portrait , ~ Jan 1885
The Secret Chamber ' Dec 1876
A Vigitor and His Opinions ~ Apr 1893

-~=Len Collins
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Don Fitoch, 3908 Fiijo, Covina, California
s preposal by Nike Deckinger in GHOST 2:2 for a fan depository where

fen may will their collections to prevent them from going to the rubbish heap,
draws a great deal of comment from me, and on the very day the zine arrived---
an event -unparalled in fennish historyesse

These comments are going to be disorganized; I won't even attempt to
strike out the ones which, on rereading, are obviously fuggheaded and impractic-
ale This is the sort of thing whifh ought to be batted around for awhile to
draw 2ll possible comments and suggestionse

As a neo with nothing which could be called a "collection" ("accumulat-
ion" might be a better word for my 25 or so feet space of prozines, books and
fanzines), I might not be qualified to express an opinion, expect that I have
an intense interest in fandom and things fammish or connected.

As for myself, €hp I have no large or valuable collection, and do not
anticipate dying in the near future, I've made arrangements that my science fic-
tion mhterials will be turned over to the LASFS in case of my death, for addit-
ion to the club library, or auction to thela-local fen, or donmation to a con auc-
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tion---whatever the club decidese This will at least keep the bulk of the mat-
erial in fandome '

From the standpoint of physical convenience it might be well to have 3
or 4 regional deposities, with a catalog of what material is available wheres
however this might prove to be an expensive undertaking, and clumsy as well,
it might be more practical to have the majority of the collection in one spece
if%c location~--the west coast (Los Angeles) sounds to me iike the best 1idea,
tho I my be prejudiceds The problem of transporiation is a severe omne at
first thoughte~~I recently tryed to buy some 80 pounds of fansines, but foumd
that tho express charges from New York were prohibitive---but fen do a lot of
traveling, and it might be possidle to pass a collection, well wrapped in smll
bundles, from hand to hand from one coast to anothere '

I would suggest that the foundation be set up as a non-profit corportation
(gifts and donations would then be tax exempt, and special library postal rates
might be utalized), under the direction of a board of trustees composed of 10 or
12 big nams fans from verious parts of the country--intelligeit, responsible,
mture people, who hafe been in fandom for some while and might be expected to
remain in fandom in the futuree Their Job would be to make the major policy

. decisions, approve the expenditure of large sums of money, and appoint the 1lib-
rerian, and keep put of his hair.,

The collection should embrase hard-cover books, ppbacks, Prozines and fane
gines, (the fragile ¥eterials being lent by mail only when duplicates are svala
isble), and also letters, correspondence, copies of the minutes of club moetings
etoc, which would be kept in a special "reference only" section, or lent at des-
cretion and responsibility of the librarian, lMaterial might be miorofilmed,
either for a fee, or as a general practices Tapes of meetings, conversations
(agala of them anyway), oonvemtion speeches, etc, should be kept and duplicates
sold, -

-Some slight charge above the cost of postage could be made for loans,
or a regular yearly membership fee could be charged, some income in the form of
monetary domations from individuals alddconventions would kelp, and a considerable
part of the expenses might be covered by the sale of duplicates (or triplicate)

copies, providing the domors don't insist on specifing that their collections be

kept intacts, (those that do are more concerned with egoboo than fanac)

A couple of months ago, Bruce Henstell mentioned that while cleaning out
Forrie's garage he cam aoross several bundles of material marked "property of
the Fantasy Foundation", and there was some talk of this project, which seems to
be in a sense the same thing we are didoussing heree I understand that it hasn't
been officinlly disbanded, but is merely in a state of suspended animation, and
there was some talk of reviving and revising it., ’

Some months ago John & Bjo Trimble leased adarge rooming house at 2790
We 8th Ste in LA for one year, they rent out rooms to deserving fen. It's &
sizable building, with the LASFSmmeting room therein also. This sounds like the
sort of arrangement that might be ideal for the Foundation, It is possible that
a permiment Foundation building could be bought or leased on long term basis, with
living space for a number of fen who would man it, However, living space and
buildings are high everywhere, and for the time being we would probably have to
compromise ---perhaps on Forries gerage andfor home being generous with Forryts
property), until the a0llection outgrows it, at which time the project could
move to larger guarterses : . ' /

We'll probably have to compromise also on the problem of a librarian to
taks charge of the projecte The full-time services of a skilled & trained librar-
ian would be needed if the Founddtion were to operate at its flullest capacity,
but I'm sure fandom is not going to be able to pay him 100 bucks or so a week,
and we will undoubtedly have to settle for donated, part-time, semi-skilled works
ers under a trained Man, also who is a fan, say, Bruce Pels,

Books (hard cover and ppback) and prozines ere of‘ten rare; fanzines are
rarer still and largely irreplaceable, correspondence files are invaluable to
the famnish researcger or historian, and to anyone interested in fendom and
fannish effairse Their loss deminishes fandom, by removing part of its history.

It is to be hoped that such a Foundation will be established, and will
not fall into the limbo of Dreams of Farmish Glory--Pasts I'm not mich on ore



ganizing things, but when the Fan Found-
ation 1s organised, I'm willing to do
everything possible o make the project

- & contimued reality. L

Well, we have come wuite & why from
Deckinger's modest request for some homs
for hls collection and a lending library
for fandom, haven't we? And we my go

farther ) etq .

‘ /1 think that any fan who has
any sort of a collection has a
right an and interest in this pre-
z:sed. projects S8ince this is going

affect most of fandom, whether

- - they own collections or not, there

- is no objection or segregation to
those who merely own colleftions,

- While it my be convient in the
future to build up regiomal librar-
ies in addition to one central of-
fice, at ths present time one, and
- only one, large, well equiped,

- .smoothly run Foundation building
. ought to be established, If
the project tumms out as well
‘received and as workable as
it is hopedit will, then some
'gserious thought oould de giver
tlia idea of ;mblhhing region.
el pointse T¢ Wttampt, sa
four or five sdctiom) m:’-i:-.
~des in addition o ome huge
well established headquarters
J v , is merely asking for trouble
.ﬁlho pgsba‘ge problen is onni
gl ¥ , o problem I do notthink we wil
E NE Y F OR TAFF , really have to worry about,

A C Books, hardbacks and ppbecks,
as well as mgazines, ocan be semt under the-Bducational Matter rates, which are
nine cents for the first pound, and five cents for each additionel pounds. This
would mpke the loan of tems, from the library to the borrowing party a
bit chaper, and more reliable than most other postal typess large ttems could
be sent this way also, Fanzines now are another mtter, according to postal
regulation the meterial has to be bouhd up,: 1456 e book or mgazine, to qualify
for the special rate. However, is books and mgazines were sent along with the
fantines, in the same pecking, the whole bundle could probably be sent as educat-
foral matter, as the pest office never bothers to open such bundles as have BOOKS
stamps all over theme I would oppose allowing fans to transport perts of & col-
lection oross country in smll buniles from hand to hand likee While the mter-
ial is _moving from hand to hand, some of it is bound to becoms lost or forgotten, .
The element of speed is noted here t00, and-how can the Foundation expect to keep
acourate records if pleces of the fan's collection drift in from e one week to
Yen year waiting period, with probeble loss along the way? '

: 1 would also oppose I thihk, a trustee board such as you suggest. First,
how are you going to select the Big Name Fem who will serve on this board?
ballot? Like TAFF 15 orgenized then? It would degenerete into little more than
& popularity contest between verious menmbers, and ;g:;somlly would prefer per=
sons who could handle the task with some a.'bii’i'byc 'here is also the mmtter of
these fen beigy scattered across the coimtry, and oonsequently perhaps being a
. _bit out of touch with the situation on a local levels It's also a kmown fact that

BNFen are generally Busy Fen, could we expect these aotive fans to give their time

end activitlies to such & project which would necessitate mich correppondence and
work and organimtion on the basis you have presented? How many fen do you know
that would be willing to be trapped into sucha situation? On the other hand, if
& loocal club acts as the trustee board, they can appoint their own members, who
will be in elose, persoml combact with each other and with the actmal problems
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of the Foundation, and who will be able to designate on the spot action, and
can supply on the spot labor. S -

A gkilled librarian might be good, but I do not believe that fandom
can find the solidarity to pay vhis libraryan e decent salery every month, for |
ell the mountains of work he will have to dos On the other hand, if a local |
club supplies the labor, say the LASFS, there could be an almost infinite |
mumber of eo-workers working on & part time besis, and we assuze, for little or |
no monetary payment, under the able guidem e of fen who know enough about librare
les and 4indexing to meke the thing work well, Bruce Pels sounds like e perfect
operating director for personal for this library/Foundation.,.anyone kmow if
he cares to coorperate? (how about 1t?) , '

Thus far in thegame then, your last paragra;}: is not & true reality,
Here's hoping the ides will evolve into reality./// :

Bruce Robbins, 90 Stoneleigh Court, Rechester 18, Ne Ye
~ ~0n Thi sa; Tb

s Foundation ideas elieve, fiﬁt,‘?ﬁ two libraries should be

established, one on the west coast and one on the east coasts Only certain
items shouldbe loaned out, the rarer items should be kept at the main librarfese
With only rare exceptions, these items would remain permimently in the library, -

'On the west coast, Ackerman's colleotion woild be the most likely beginning,
on the east ooast larry Farsace's would be one of the best beginningam. larry
lives here in Rochester, and is a member of our local group, the Rochef%t Area,
Imginative Literature Societye He has a complete collection of all the prozines,
(Ackerman note if you read thist it is mderstanding that you Tack some of
the prozines, THRILL BOOK for examplese y owns the only complete collection
of the THRILL BOOK outside the archives of Smith and Street.) larry was very
active during the early gays of fandom, and has an almost complete dollection of
the earlier fangines. For all-I know his collection of hardoovers and ppbacks
is coftplete alsoe The trouble with allthis is Larry hasn't shelfed them, most
of the collection 1s packed in boxes and lie cluttered around the house,

One function of this Foundation, once it was established, might be to
reprint the really old rarities, and lend out copies, for example, of THRILL
BOOK, This too ocould be a source of incomee The copyrights on THRILL BOOK and
the prozines before then have probably mmn outs Reproductipn could be by mimeo
or if' the fen are willing to pay, photo offset so the copy resembles the origml,

I believe also that the Foundation should work in coprdination with a olub,
The LASFS is strong emough to take care of such a projecte Our Rochester group
is too small et the moment, and knowing larry. he probably would not release
his colleotion until he diess New York ity might be the optimum site for the
Poundation on the east coasts ’ : o .

. As I mentioned, a club shouldmintain the library as part of its sotivit-
‘fess No one person whould be assigned the task. An outside librarian, while
efficient would probably not have the proper adititude towards the colleotions
I°m sure he wouldn't purposely mistreat-any dock or magagine, but to him it would
be Just another Job, and why should he delicately dust and rearmrange and shelf
each book and magazine? As a club projsot it would not cost to provide persons
to operate the librar}, with an outsiderit woulde If one fan were to run it, he
pronably would not do a bad jobeseat firsts There are few people who wouldn't
get tired of sucha job, I imgine.

///I agree with you on hiring an outsider or utalizing & fan full time. However
Money is my main objectionsee This Foundation is going tohave to cut the carners
to operates . '

. Youwr sugge.s%%o reproduce ocoples of the various rarer items is mz_r'bh lookw
ing into, however, I bellewe copyrigh rights last for tweky nine years (somsons
will ocorrect me if I'm wrong), after which the partymay remuew his rights for
another twenty nine yearse Smith and Street has alwsys renuewed all their rights,
so it is doubtful that even under normal conditions the Foundation could repro- -
duce poples by printed processe On the other hand, if microfilm copies were made
of the books ahd magazines (which are not wholesale reproductions, but mere per-
miment copies), these microfilms might be remted to various personse I support
the idea of microfilming all of the older items to begin withs Magazines will
orumble todust, regardly of the care that is taken with thems Film copies of the
rare items need to be renuewed each twenty years (or the £ilm falls to: pleces),
but it is far easldr and cheaper to replace microfilm copies, than to coms up

with copies of originmal itemse
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_ r
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Farsace®s collection makes it sound most attractiveess

* 1 would personally rather an east coast Foundation not be

in New York Citye Housing of most any sort

understand its somewhat rare in NYC :asr mn.“wﬁihi:ﬁj.a
1s a place, easily aoccessable, where fans are, where a olud
is, where difficulties of transportation and Lhe 1ike will
not interfere with ollaerationsa I don't think the second lar
gost oity in the world is the ideal epot, tho Rochester, had

it a large, well organized fan club, plu
Farsace sounds goode/// . » Plus eoopperation from
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I saw a letter from you, along with an issue of GHOST,
over at Ackermants place awhile back, and had presumed he
intended to answer you about the new interest-revival in the
Fantasy Foundation idea, From your letter, I judge that
Forry never answered, I .talked with him about it, and he
is, of course, all in favor of ite However, as you well
know, there are many, many things to be ironed out before
anything like this could be put into operation. I, for one,
would not like to see it in the hands of the Los Angeles
fanse Could be I'm prejudiced egainst them for reasons of

own, but even above that I should think that this build-
ing which would house -the massive colleotion should be some-~
where other than in:1A.~.For one thing, looking on the bleak
side, in the event of War, LA would be one of the first
places bombeds Poof! There goes the collectione This my
se¢m like o ridioculous thing to say, but one must coniider
all the possibilitiess Another argument against LA is the
inacoesibility of the areas I'd like to see the Foundation
situated somewhere in the middle of the sountry, if at all
possible, ) d

///There are several basic qualifications that the site of
the Foundation almost mast haves There mist be fans, in
number residing in the area, and there must be a local club,
The olub of course, must be there to take careof the Fouhdat-
jon itself, to see tothe actual operations end to make certain
that the project does not bog dowma A club is as strong as
its menbers, and while individuals, were they intrusted the
Foundation, would be bound to drop sway over the years, a
clud has an almost unlimited fund todraw from as the member-
ship is continnally being renusweds I don't think I need
to point out the advantages a olub have over a few individuals
when it comes to bookkeeping, organization, assigning work,
miling, indexing, arranging and dependebility. Any place
that has a number of fgns living in the immediate ares is
going to have some sort of o¢lub, its an almost spontanous,
reaction, And, in an area, there must be the possibility of
continual recruitment from readers to fans to clud menbers,
ard this place shbuld be populated by enough fen to at least
gllow a sizable (fannishly speaking) number of peopde -to dir-
ectly enjoy the bensfits of the Foundatione Fans who have
40 travel mundreds of miles from most directions are not geing
to do much geruom%.l visiting of the librarye LA is eertainly
as accessable &s any other spot you might care to. name, by
2ir or rail even if the roads sre somewhat inappreperat f;;.
re

should be a few well esteblished fen in the area, one of whom owns a m.ssive col-
lection from which the Foundation can builde Ackerman feems agreeable (from ar-



round the road gossip), and Ackerman's esollection is one of the finest in the
country. In the event of war, almost all mjor cities, and esities are the '
most probable beeding rlaces of idealtype fammikh conditions, will, presumbly,
be target areas, so LA has as much chance as NYCity, Rochester or Nashville,

And in event of war I imagine most of ‘us will besy rebuilding, with few thots
for stf anywmaye Unless LA happens to be 4in a natural disaster gzone (earth-
quakes, floods, typhoon and the like), it seems to be the best places I for

one am interested in getting this idwd rolling, and right at present, the best
place avaliable, at the moment, i1s the best place to begine EA seems torbe the
best place at the moment, andvone of the best areas on a long term bs.sis.///

Ted Brooke, 4958 La.Vis-ha., Rde, Tucker"‘- Georgia ,
On Deokinger's ideaj its an Eriguing idea, and should work with modif-

icationse One of the main problems will be getting famdom at large to give the
plan full supporte Once this is dons, all the rest would be elementarye. Per-
haps a spart could be made towards the financidl end by setting up a funde Comp
tributions could be made by various gréiips and generous individuals and perhaps
advance dues could be accepted, if it were positive that the instdtituion would
be formede By dues, I mean membership fees, however accepting these beforehand
could be a risky businesse At any rate, my point is that if fandom at large
can be convinoced of the worthyness of -the idea, I'm positive the money oould be
raised that would buy the building and perhaps sorrourding land, Then, of course,
if feans had supported it to that point, they surely wouldn't desert it in the
time of victorye I'malso sure there would be no trouble in securing a great
number of bookse I'11 be glad to contribute my items, and I'm sure you must have
received other offers as welle S

Hamlin's first legal aspect can be solved in the following manners b y the
time dozens of fans have contributed collections of books, there are bound to be
many duplicates; more -than are needéde These can be solde lMoney from these
sales oan be used to dover cost of transporting various collections left by des
ceased fens Also to his secondproblem, a chart of prices can be worked out to ;
cover cost of postage and wrapings and a slight additiomal chargee These addit- L
ional charges can be used to cover loss damages and loss due to gafia and '
postal inefficienocyes In re the other questions, indexings should regular cate -
alogues be issued to persons interested? If they were issued without cost, it
would mean that a dues or membership system would have to be establikhed, If
they wereissued at a smll cost, this would prevent a dues system, and would
insure that interested persons would receive them anywaye As to how the in-
dexing should be brought about, I fee! certain that someone can work out a
suitable system of indexing. As Johnson pointed out, there 4s a member of the
LASFS who has a degree in library filing flo’elz?). which wouldmeke the situation
less complicateds , ’ '

///1 will partially agree with you on your statements in the first paragraphe
It would be a great help if fandom at large were to take an interest in this
project, it would possibly make things easier to assemble and organize, if it
would be a bit more complicateds However I can't think of mny ways right off
hand to interest the most of .fandom, save a monsterous persomal pub}icty cruddae,
whiochwould mean that every person reading this issue, would immediately become
a Crudader, in the true sense of the worde Each Crusdaer then writes articles
about the idea, pulls fen in thru correspondence, makes suggestions gt club
moetings and in general makes the idea kmowne How many of you good people feel
like crudaders? The resultant confusion would be hell,..but something, it is
hoped, would result besides talke Fandom these days is busy with the llis -
Fund, TAFF, Seacon, and comic bookse On the other hand, support is necessary,
I list the major problems to this idea like s0, first we need the coorperation
of & local eclub, most sgeo ificlly here the LASFS (do you hear out there?). . This
is the first great hurtle, the greatest single problem is getting a building to
house the materiale If Ackerman is agreeable, his garage or whatever bther fan.

lace is avaliable in the LA area might be usedeset large sized Might theres

he problem of material is not really a great one, 1've received a muumber of
pleadgues of books and magagzines already, probably many more would come in when
the idea fdnds realitys But we need a strong basic collection. We go back to
Ackerman again, who has all the mecessities and then some to help on this part,
After these basics are completed the other details will tend to iron themselves
out in operatione Minnor details have 2 way of doing thats.e




I oppose the sale of duplicates wholesalee Bince it is possible that -
duplicates of somo items will eccumulate, ‘sdy, book club editions and suchlike,
soms thought ought to be given the subjecte I feel that three copies of every
itom must be kept in ready reservee One copy for the ultra permiment files, which
no one, except on Special Grant type, goes to see, one for permiment condition, which
my be uced by various enterprising persons who visit the Foundatini, and by the
mils to & select fewssovery Péw,rand ome circulation copye Thesz three should be
ke in reserve at alltimes, now then, say duplicaites of Book A appear, Eight dup=-
licates to be exacte Of these duplicates, ‘twé of them are original publishers ed-
itions, end the others arebook olub reprintse” Since the two permiment collections
contain the original editions, but not the book club editions, we will suspose,
two book club editions are ambushed for the permiment collectione A collection of
books for the {ernﬁment library files should inslude all the different editions of
a booke This leaves sixbooks lefte The two publishers editions amdat least two
of the book club editions should be stored aweye I would prefer three book clib
editions to be stored away for loans The book club editions would be logned out
in preference to the original publishers editicns; as mail loaning has a certsin
risk about ite There should be enough reserve copies for loan in case someone
forgets, conviently to return a book, or the meil service is up to par and loses a
copy or some such happening oocurse If, after providing for the permiment files,
for loan copies and & few additions for saféty's sake, there are still duplicates,
then, and only then shouldthey be solde I would think also that no magazine dup-
licates be sold, unless the place is running over with them or something, as mags
do not last as long as books, mor do they have as large a printinge The same might
apply with ppbackse There should be numerous duplisates before the thought of sell-
ing the mterial eomes to minde L TR ' ' o

Ag to indexese I'm somewhat confused as to what you méan theree I would
think that regular oatalogues of material in the Foundation Library khould be issued
once every two years, or once & year, but no more than' that, and that they be loaned
or sold to warious partiese The Foundation b%’,ti*afifprd to issue wholesale copies
of lengthy listings every quarter for free, or every year eithers ‘

~ An additiomal sourse of income for thé library might be indexes to magazines

end authors andthe 1like, sold on a reasonablebasise Say a membership fee is estabe
lished, the menber gets the indexes if he warits them at a’greatly reduced price, the
fannish world et large pays higher pricese There are two systems of stf cataloguing
already in existence, so there is not tqo muchworry theres | ‘

Mke Padgetti 8280 Washington Rds, Martines, GéorE 2

On e'8 "Library' ideas in the firgt place, such a library will be set up
some day, and the question approaches "when" more than "if", The soomer it is dono,
the more people will benmefit from ite MNost importantly, its going to take a pretty
good amount of $$3$ to get the thing started, and a steady but smaller amount brick-
ling in regularlye. The only source of this first wad of money will have to be donat-
ionse ' -
Ag for the steady income bit after the thing is set up, this is what I sug-
est: that there be two types of fans having accessto the library, those whose are
menbers" 'and pay &8 set fee per year, something like five or six dollarse These
people, after paying their fee should be allowed full access tothe Iibrary, thru
the mail, for only the cost of postage and wraping materials, nothing elses Then,
those who do not want to become regular menbers, but who want to use thelibrary
ccassionally, should have to pay 8 set fee for each item Borrowed, besides postage
and handleinge The two differert fees should be arranged in such'a way that the
menbers who use the library often would save money by being memberss )

As gprecaution against those who'd check out books and mever return them,
some sort of Eim:lt should be set on the amount thet could be checked out at one
timee Also, mo ome should be allowed to check out any group of books or mgs
until all previous ones are returnede. B ) .

///I think you have hit on these best all rourd idea for a source of steady incoms
for the Foundations A fees or postage rentalsystem would please most everyone.
However, if a fan is going to use thelibrary regulnrly, and plans to use it often,
I would say a fee of ten bucks a year is more like ite Ten dollars a year is mot -
an awfully lot of money for the benefits received. The actual rates would haveto
depend on the number of fen who showed ective interest in the projecte As for the
normlréntals, I would say & fee of fifiteen cemts to a quarter a book sounds about
righte At nine cents a book (assuming most every book weighs a pound, which is not



truef but the additional few pennies saved by bulk mailings can be chalked up o

the "smell charge" profit side of the‘leger,-estimate three cemts for paper and
string, and anywhere from three cents to & nickly and so as charges I believe in

e low profit margine If the fees amd costs are mke excessive no one will use to
1ibrary, and the whole thing will folds Say, a set fee of a nickle charge per
hardback loaned out, nickle for two ppbacks, and a dime for three ourrant (past

five years) mags, plus whatever the miling and wraping costs. - Changes and such
oould be made for the rarities and the exceptions et alle I favor the ides of the
fan placing a deposit fee bofore he goes to borrowing books, or if he does not pay

a deposit fee, that he insure each and every shipment of books he borrows for above
the mormalreplacement costse This will tend to insure the person retmrns those '
books, if only to redeem his deposit fee, and its a known fact that nothing insured
is ever lost in the mailss A .dime will do the insuremce tricke Howsver it might
be that such a proceedure is impractiqal, or adds tothe cost on the individual, and
therefore might not be useful or adfisablee - A limit should be set on the number of
books lent out (no more than six at s shot, or a total of fifteen say), and on bhe
mumber of duplicates loaned, but the sectioning off I can't sees///

Barry Warner, 423 Summit Ave., Hagerstown, Marylamd , ,

Tome oF the ideas Nike and yon othersmke in this issue can't be argued
againste I think every fan should makas clear to his paremts or "wife or whoever
is closest to himexactly what should happen to his fantasy collection in case
he should dies The idea on getting legal -advice om the proper method of making
_bequests would be a good idea. It would also be a good idea to find out whether
duch bequests would oreateinheritance tax problems for the heirs. I also think
it would be wonderful if there were some institution to which gcollections couldbe
. willed so that the publications could be borrowed by inter-
ested fans, Byt at this point, you may expedt & wet blane
ket ta begin f£Yapping in the immediate meighborhood, I
think you and the other fans who heve considered the topie
in this GHOST have ignored two important. factors: the basie
question of where we would f£ind fans who would domate en~ -
ormous amounts of time to operating e library of this sort, -
not to mention tle financing job, and®*Bven more serious
‘question, whether there really is enough interest in borrow
ing fantasy mterials in fardom to justify an institution
largely devoted tothis purpose, There's no doubt that most
fans love to répd stf, They Ylike to collect it too. But

' previous fan groups that included circulating libraries a=
mong their activities have had little or no sucess with the project. . Most fans
Just like to keep the stuff they read. Of course fans try to borrow stf, when
they first discover the field and ean't consume enough to satisfy the appetite of
the first weekge Occasionally some book or publication becomes all the rage of
fendom and everyone borrows .copiss from someons else,. like Tolkéen's works, and
in a previous day, the dianetics textbookss If a local club has magazines and
books in its library, fans will borrow them, whew its a simple matter of pie:
them off the shelves on meeting night and carrying them home. Bat I honestly doubt
that 8 large science fiction library 1like the institution discussed here would do
mch lending business. & handful of researchers and collectors would use it, so
gould neofans, but not enough to justify.e large scale operation. I think that the
repository for donated collections should be seperated from the lending idea,

The question of time and money is more seriouss Your articles say thet
"the library" would do this or that, but it wouldn't; fans would have to do these
things, not an abstrect institution. In the editorial this issue, Hyou note that
some of your subscribers have never sent in a word of comment on GHOST, this is e -
good symptom of how hard it is to get fans to do anything expect the particular
fad that has caught their farcy at the moment. I am sbsolutely posttive that you
would not be able to fimd emnough responsible fans with the time and willingmess to
operate a large-scale institution, even if you somshow menaged to raise enough mon-
ey to rent some rooms or garages for this purpose, and killed off enopgh fans to
get soms fine collections f'or the institution. N L

: . More practical, I think, would be a diligent effort to locate soms existe
ing library that would undertake to serve imch the same function as the instutition
you're discussing. I% would be fairly easy to find enough fanpower to get the neoc=

easary letters written to a big city library or unlversity library, to see if any
of these has the space and inmterest for such a projects I'™m hazy abotit the mechan-
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ics of interlibrary lending, but I kmow that in some cases it is possible for a
person in one city to borrow from the collestion of a large library in another
city, and it might be possible to adapt the original lending livrary idea in

this menner. It would be very important to present the proposal to the most ime
portant libraries in the proper fashion, to-try to impress them with the amount

of national interest such a collection and the iniqueness of this type of collect-
1048 in a public institution. It might also be a good idea to contact major deal-
ers dn fantasy items, get the prices they are prepared to pay for collections, sift
thru the group to eliminate any who are known to be chiselers or fast talkers, ani
then mimeograph a circular with their names, addresses and qualifications. Sufh a
.oircular couldbe tactfully brought to the attention of the survivir whemever a fan
Imown to possess a good collection died without meking arrengements for its dispose
al. It might Basure continued life for rare items, by calling attention to the
faoct thet the collection has some intrinsic value, = -

///bs for the idea of fans who will fird the. hecessary time to devote to this pro-
Ject, here again I feel thet olub handling of this project is a muste A olub can
supply the manpower to operate this institution on a nearly full time basis, while
deligating the work loeds so that no one fan is overburdened, The rotating oper-
ation my bring forth some mistakes from untrained personal, but better that a large
nunber of fans hadergo a short training program pn the Jjob, than to overburden a few
fen with such a mssive task, CoEt : : _

The finanecing i1s certainly an important problems The first financing will
be the major problem, minly, raising the monmey to buy or remt suimble housing for
the librarye If some Gemerous Fan (a gentle hint) were to domate the necessary
space of course, this problem would be solveds - However, soms sum needs to be raised
for immediate transport of books andmpterialto the librarye This cash does not have
to be greatly abundent, a small kick off, once a building ani shelving space has
been arranged will gee the Foundation thru its first. trial monthse Several people
have suggested a fund, which is a good ideay Aif, the groundwork has been laid, By
this I mean, if a olub, hopefully the LASFS can arrange full coorperation, end has
- work loads and arrangemests already established against the day when the Foundat-
ion begins its worke After the olubarrangememts are made, the persistent housiyg .
problem mst be solvede Thile it is possible that ioney might be raised to buy or
lease a building, I would prefer that ready housing, at least Por the first year or
two, is already provided before we go to making long steps into the futures If
these two importart ingredients are already prepared, a.fund could be arranged, bui
Support 1s necessary for any fund to survivies A fund would have the purpose néot
only of reising the money needed to operates the Foundation for a period of tims,
but would also publieisize it., Publicity wiil, itis hopell, increase farmish ine
torest in the project, and willstimlate use of the facilities the Foundetion would
offers The money raised from sucha fund would see the Foundation thru the first
trinlse 211 of this could be arranged after the two most urgent problems, housing
and olub coorperation, have been arrangede - ‘

As for continwed financing. If the Foundation vnroves as useful ws I believe
it will, the additiomal cash can be.raised in any mnmber of wayse Rather than hive
fans continually plsalpuing money to a fund, which could become somewhat grating,
arrangements could be mede withthe convention committees to domate a portion of
their cash taken in to the Foundatione World cons have raised the habit of mking
e profit, which is domated to famnish projects, certainly this is one of the mre
important, if not the most impartant of famnish projects, and deserves a shars Bor

ts ochbinuedexistence. Again, convention menmey will provide a good baockbone, and
rentals, while not providing mich, will at least help oute In addition, microfilm
ocopies of bhe Older items can be rented out at higher sums of cash also along with
various old movies, fan and proe The Foundation can issue a series of booklets and
phamplets, ranging from indexes, which I, for one, consider most useful, to feprints
of ggst of Fandom series, and down to the :issuence of a bi-monthly or quarterly
Literaty Digest sort of publication devoted to & mixture of material fxken from
recent fanszines, with book reviews (in hopes: of oripping reviewers samples from
publishers), to serious discussions, profiles of authors and mgazine histories,
Such a publication with the right handleing can produce cash returns at a moderate
ratee These publications will serve to further show the usefulness of the Foundat-
ion, The Foundation existing as a libraryand a miseum is fing, but by producing



additio%lpublications of a service interest, it will further enhanse itself to
the fannish public at largee

Now as to the question of whether such a Foundation is actually neededs
Part of what you say is true, it is possible that there might not be wholesale
continued interest in the borrowing of books and magazinese However, I would im-
againe that the Foundation loan service would be busy for the first year or two,
and afterwards would serve a large number of geople, even if they happen to be
"a handful of serious researchers and meofans o The numbers would be great enough
I believe, to warrant the ioau service of this institution. However its not the
lending library idea I am most particularly concerned withe At present there is no
place where science fiction and fantasy material, or famnish material for that mat-
ter is kept and saved #¢'E meusum or sort of international archievese I am anxious
to see some sort of foundation for the preservation 6f science fiction and fantasy
establisheds I am certain that come 1990 its going to be even harder to find cop-
ies of VARVEL SCIENCE STORIES tham it is today, and each year that passes, the odds
against presentable copies pedng found goes upe There may come a time when part of
our literature hasbeen completely lost, simply because no museum or storage place
was ever established to preserve this materials THRILL BOOK isg currently in that
situation, copies are absolute rarities, a Foundation as I see it, will have as its
first and foremost job the accumlation and preservation of science fiction and fan-
tasy for future agese I happen to believe that this literature we enjoy is worth
preserving, but unless some sort of Fourdation or institution is established in the
near future we may find ourselves without materiasl to collect and savee The same
applies, only more drastically to famnish materiale I'm sure that you realize the
rariety of fanzénes before 1950, bhese ameature uapazines are a part of fandom,
as are films, letters and club records, mif an accurate picture and history or our
microsm is to be preserved some organization must be established for the collection
andpreservation of fannish documents as wells The Foundation is important, I feel,
uot merely as a lending library, but as a museum by which our literature and the
literature of fandom can be kept and preserved for the future.//,

Don Franson, 6543 Dabecock Avee, llorth Hollywood, Calif.

This Foundation idea is good, and you seem to have it figured out well, I
see where Howard Dewore has e similar ideas And Ackerman still has his around some-
where, and Francis Te Laney had an almost simildr ideas I am just reading in his
memoirs, in 1946. Perhaps this idea crops up every year in several places, becauss
it is a basically good ideae i's

I favor it to a certain extent; in the saving of stf books and mgazines for
posterity, but oppose the lending library idea, which would work in exactly the op-
posite directions This is a sure way to destroy the existing magazines, and better
that they should remain in the hands of individual collectors, and then be sold to
commercial hicksters, or pass into the hamlis of other individual collectors, who
would know their value and would take care of them, It would be nice if there were
a library of such antiquities in every city, where visitofs could look, but not
take out on pentality of death, or taken out only on Bnecial ocassions for special
needs, and a seperate lending library, .consisting of cheaper stuff expected to be
be destroyed after they have liged their useful life., These are .two different
things, and should not be mixed togethers { B

If the lending-out part of the idea is omitted, if the okipinal idea of

Ackerman, and now Deckinger, of only preserving the magazines for posterity is
adhered to, I am all for the Foundatione But then, maybe a lot of other fans won't
want it, because all they want is to get their hands on the mgse. The older onmes
can fall appart rather quickly, on just a few readings. Also, dampness can wreck
them, & dry climate here in Southerm California has aged my megs less in 20 years
then 10 in Chicagos Anyway, with a lending library, you will find that most fans
prefer the newer stories, and pocket books, and these would be most in demande

/77& favor & combination of museum andlending library, mainly because a museum is
of little use unless some good comes from it, unless something useful is brought
forthe This means, for a Foundation such as we are discussing, a circulation of
raterials to those interested in reading them, and a circulation of material to
those who wish to do serious researche The easiest way to get around the destruct-
&8 items is to keep several duplicates always on hand, Magazines should not be
loaned to just any fan, deposit money, or insurence, or both, or membership and




insurence should cover loan of any mags other than the ones considered current
(past five years)s lagazines should not be loaned out unless meny duplicates are
avaliable, bound megazines last much longer than merely shelfed mags do, a ratio
nf responsibility should be worked out for loan of such delicatei ftems, say, even
demanding credientials of some sorte As ypu point out tho, most of the library
use will be for the more current items, which w'll save the more ancient copies
from wholesale uses A Foundation should provide a loan service as part of its
tunctions, meinly because such as loan service is sbout the only way the miseum
oan be of definite use tc fandom at large,/seve special publications.///

Ed Moskys; 723A, 45ste3 Brooklyn 20; New York

g 5 KE f('e ad the othors who commented on this Foundation idea seem to want
twocontrddictory things---a despository for preserving stf and a lending library
for people to be able to read things they could not afford to buy (because of
rariety, one assumes), end could not obtain at a local public library. Presumbe
ly Forry has arranged for the former, which people wanténg to do research, could
vigit, but copies could not be borroweds On the other hand the BSFA library is a
purelending library. All I know about it is what is mentioned in its catalogue
(which I found last night whén I was sorting a bundle of 2nd hand fmz I'g picked
up)e I don’t know whether its still going, what sort of difficulties they've had
with careless or d=liquent borrowers, ete. An inquiry to them might bring a lot
of useful informatic:. 7 P :

But perbhaps a practicalcombination of the two could be arranged, Assume
that it exists, and can obtain books,etes, ag gifts and as bequests. The first
end best copy of any item should not go out (except under very strenuous conditions
to a person doing legimitate researoh%, while «&d@itional copies would be put into
ciroulation as they became avaliablee If eufficent money is available, dittoed
and hectoed publications (and others which fade with age) would be microfilmed or
microcarded. Also unioue items (such as Sall's copy of Uul SATEEKITE & Forry's
copy of GEORGE PALL'S TALES), would be microfilmed.

///An dnquiry to the BSFA might provide some useful information, Some regulations,
deposit or credientals should be established to prevent just anyone from borrowing
mterial, theu never returning thems Microfilming is a good idea. I believe I
read an accourt of some mew film which could be used as mucrofilm, article b

Harry Wiarner in XERO #5, Anything addition on this film and like process ?}}/

Bob Lichtman, 6187 S» Croft Ave., Los égge*l‘es~56 Califa

i Your editorial columm was amusing, and the bale of the Teble Mess hit
hime heres You se., just a fow weeks ago I went thru the-untimély (always) or-
deal of Cleaning Mt My Favfic Cornmer, These are the times that try fen's souic,
One has to be Mean and Heartlesss Things that could very well be kept, and added
to the clulter, must be considered scoerly, .in the cold (?) light of day, and des-
posed of if necessary. Therefore I enddd up throwing away all back letters of
comment on PSI-PHI that had not been taken care of in a letter col, all back used
contributions (tho I'm already kicking myself for doing this--it occured to me
that someday a few ofthese msss ay be worth money as Early Examples of a Great
Author's writing), a boxful of dried-up umsuable masters I'd been saving for. sev-
eral years, (uty to see them even more dried up and umsable than they were to
begin with, 0ld carbon paper, old crudsheets (I was saving crudsheets that were
as old as the second fanzine I ever published, for some reasom; about ten or
fifteen pounds of crudsheets went out the window), and so forthe I was about +o
cast a jaundiced eye at my fanzine colleetion and go about weeding out stuff I no
longer thought worth keeping---I did this late last year and got rid of a good
#ized pile of old miscellesnous cruddy apazines and newsletters that were of no
worth whatsoever (no, I didn't throw them away, I gave 'em to Bruce Henstell--)
but I fesisted because I suddenly realized what sort of mood I was in.

Since you've already got an article by me, there've very little at pre-
sent I can add tothe discussion generated by Deckinger's columm. However, my
mrginal notes in this issue reveal a half-inch "BAH" next to Seth Johnson's
paragraph about how "possibly round robins and quads couldbe launched for dis-
cussion’, etc. Myghod, if this is what the whole thing is going to degenerate
intd, lets just forgst it and go cn to other subjects! It is thic witers opin-
ion that organizing a huge discussion and debate squad to settle a rew minner
problems concerning sbything is e hugs waste of time and energy, not to mention
postages This is equiwalant to putting a senate bill in committer, where it may




